THE SECOND EVENING

" Yes," he blundered on, " though I think one of the
disadvantages of having an affair with a friend's wife is the
necessity of always being extra polite to the friend."

He looked up hopefully at Georgie to see if this slightly
cynical attitude was flattering a belief in her own worldli-
ness.

" You know. Just the kind of extra attentiveness to
all your little wants that servants show when they are
robbing you. I've always found it a bit humiliating.
Though, that wouldn't stop me/' he went on hastily 5
still hoping to flatter.

" You wouldn't have to be very polite to Arthur. He's
the kind of man who would be extra polite to you if you
were having an affair with his wife."

" No, I don't believe that quite," he said quickly. He
was not going to let her justify herself through Arthur,
any more than this morning he had let Arthur justify
himself through her. " Look here, we'll leave Arthur
out of it The fact is, I don't think I can stand the re-
sponsibility of a love affair just now. Georgie, you're
clever enough to understand my position, aren't you ?"
hehalfpfeaded.

He must have attracted her a good deal, for in spite of
her hurt pride she softened at once when he spoke in such
accents.

" Would it necessarily be such a responsibility ?" she
asked with almost a warmth of sweetness. " Some women
have imagination."

" Oh, I know, they imagine they won't be exacting.
But they always are. I never knew a woman yet who
didn't try to make adultery as much like marriage as
possible."
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